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Honey and Bees Assembly 

 

This morning Iôd like to share some thoughts about familiar things that, when we look at 

them closely, become wonderful and strange.  This morning, I will concentrate on bees and 

honey, but part of the point is that I could have chosen pretty much any subject. Whatever 

topic we chose, if we look at it properly, I argue that its innate wonder will shine through. 

 

The word honey in English is ancient.  It entered the language before 900AD, and it is related 

to the Old English 
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hand he reaches into a hole in the trunk to extract honeycomb; in the other hand is a container 

to store the precious honey. Unsurprisingly, the bees are not pleased and are buzzing round 

him.  He will be very badly stung but will be admired by his people for bringing home the 

honey ï so much so that they painted him, allowing us to look at him this morning, 8000 

years after his death. 

It wasnôt just the natural sweetness of honey that they prized in ancient times.  It was also 

what else you could do with it. For one thing, you could make mead or honey wine. Mead is 

possibly the world's oldest alcoholic drink.  We know it was drunk as long ago as 9,000 years 

ago and is almost certainly very much older than that. When you werenôt having a tipple, you 

might light your way to bed with a beeswax candle. 

 

It also turns out that honey has many medical benefits. Of course, we know it is very 

nutritional. Further, honey is naturally antibacterial and anti-inflammatory.  This means it can 

be successfully used to treat burns and other skin wounds. And there is so much more. It is 

full of antioxidants, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helladic_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodotus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assyria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarcophagus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II
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nectar and pollen they need. The males are the drones.  Pretty much their only job is to mate 

with the Queen ï they do no other work except to flap their wings to cool down the hive if it 

is getting too hot.  Each of these types of bee needs the others to exist.  They have to operate 

as a single team.  People sometimes think that the queen is in charge, but she is not.  If she is 

not laying eggs well, the worker bees will kill her and replace her. Every single bee exists 

only in terms of the hive as a whole.  It might be better to think of a hive, an anthill or a 

waspsô nest not as a collection of thousands of individual insects, but as a single creature ï a 

superorganism, perhaps even a hivemind.  

 

Apart from their gift of honey, bees are critical pollinators of plants.  Without them, 

everything would fall apart. They pollinate 70 of the around 100 crop species that feed 90% 

of the world. If bees were to become extinct, we could lose all the plants that bees pollinate, 

all of the animals that eat those plants, and so on up the food chain. Bees are the rock upon 

which our world is built. They need our help, as populations are falling. Hives are falling 
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